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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Composer and the Music 
Lelio Colista was born in Rome on January 13, 1629 and died there on October 13, 1680. His 
father’s connections with the Vatican Library and the Rome University may have aided the 
quality of his musical education and the beginnings of his career. In addition to being a composer 
he was a performer on lute, theorbo, guitar. He is said to have known and performed with many 
of the eminent musicians of his day and was highly regarded and financially very well off.1 He 
was reportedly a prolific composer, yet virtually all of his surviving music is in manuscript and 
within this corpus there are numerous issues of attribution.2   

The source for the two pieces in this edition is the manuscript Giordano 15 in the 
Biblioteca Nazionale di Torino. This manuscript also contains music by Carlo Ambrogio Lonati, 
Alessandro Stradella and Archangelo Corelli.3 The pieces are in score format without 
instrumental designations.   

The sinfonia in C consists of six sections. Although it would be incorrect to term it a 
variation work, most all of the sections are related both thematically and in terms of overall 
harmonic movement. The fifth section is perhaps the most contrapuntally developed and might 
be called an early “double fugue”. 

Five sections, framed by a short, rhetorical introduction and brief concluding coda, 
comprise the sinfonia in F. Here the most extensive contrapuntal development is in the second 
and fourth sections.  
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